
English Literature 
Quotations 
 
Learn one quotation per 
text every school day…. 

Tuesday  
R&J: ‘What light through 
yonder window breaks? It is 
the east, and Juliet is the 
sun.’ 
 
J&H: ‘snarled aloud into a 
savage laugh’     
                                                      

AIC:’ (massively) Public men, 
Mr Birling have 
responsibilities as well as 
privileges.’ 
 
P&C: ‘It was an act of stealth 
/And troubled pleasure’ 

Wednesday  
R&J: ‘Deny thy father and 
refuse thy name….And I’ll 
no longer be a Capulet.’ 
 
J&H: ‘I felt younger, lighter, 
happier in body; within I 
was conscious of a heady 
recklessness.’ 
 
AIC:  ‘I know I’m to blame – 
and I’m desperately sorry…’ 
 
P&C: ‘The mind-forged 
manacles' 

Thursday  
R&J: ‘From forth the fatal 
loins of these two foes. A 
pair of star-crossed lovers 
take their life.’ 
 
J&H: ‘to assume, like a thick 
cloak, that of Edward 
Hyde.’/’the veil of self-
indulgence.’ 
 
AIC: ‘…you’d think 
everybody has to look after 
everybody else, as if we 
were all mixed up together 
like bees in a hive – 
community and all that 
nonsense.’ 
 

P&C: ‘colossal wreck’ 

Friday  
R&J: ‘A plague o’ both your 
houses!’ 
 
J&H: ‘I would say nothing of 
this paper. If your master 
has fled or is dead, we may 
at least save his credit.’ 
 
AIC:  ‘unsinkable – 
absolutely unsinkable’ 
 
P&C: ‘I gave commands; 
Then all smiles stopped 
together’ 

Monday  
R&J: ‘For never was a story 
of more woe than this of 
Juliet and her Romeo.’ 
 
J&H: ‘froze the very blood of 
the gentlemen below’ 
 
AIC: ‘Go and look for the 
father of the child. It’s his 
responsibility.’  
 

Tuesday  
R&J: ‘What’s in a name? 
That which we call a rose, by 
any other word would smell 
as sweet.’ 
 
J&H: ‘the very pink of the 
properties, celebrated too’ 
 
AIC: ‘There’s every excuse 
for what your mother and I 
did.’ 
 

Wednesday  
R&J: ‘I do but keep the 
peace. Put up thy sword or 
use it to part these men 
with me.’ 
 
J&H: ‘Man is not truly one, 
but truly two.’ 
 
AIC: ‘Suddenly I felt I just 
had to laugh’ 
 

Thursday  
R&J: ‘the brightness of her 
cheek would shame those 
stars. As daylight doth a 
lamp..’ 
 
J&H: ‘…if I ever read Satan’s 
signature upon a face….  
 
AIC: ‘you mustn’t try to build 
a wall up between us and 
that girl.’ 
 

Friday  
R&J: ‘Peace? I hate the 
word. As I hate hell, all 
Montagues and thee.’ 
 
J&H: ‘eminently 
human’/’somehow loveable’ 
 
AIC: ‘Each of you helped to 
kill her. Remember that. 
Never forget it.’ 
 



P&C: ‘Came through the 
jaws of Death, Back from 
the mouth of hell’        

P&C: ‘merciless iced east 
winds that knife us’ 
 

P&C:  ‘spits like a tame cat 
/Turned savage’ 

P&C: ‘Bullets smacking the 
belly out of the air’      

P&C: ‘sort of inside out, pain 
itself, the image of 
agony’/‘tosses his guts’ 

Monday  
R&J:’O, I am fortune’s fool!’ 
 
J&H: ‘Mr Hyde was pale and 
dwarfish; he gave an 
impression of deformity..’ 
 
AIC: ‘We don’t live alone. 
We are members of one 
body. We are responsible 
for each other.’ 
 
P&C: ‘released a song bird 
from its cage' 
 
 

Tuesday  
R&J: ‘Hang thee, young 
baggage, disobedient 
wretch!’ 
 
J&H: ‘shook the doors of the 
prison-house of my 
disposition.’ 
 
AIC: ‘Still, I can’t accept any 
responsibility.’ 
 
P&C: ‘a half-formed ghost’   

Wednesday  
R&J: ‘ I would the fool were 
married to her grave.’ 
 
J&H: ‘last reputable 
acquaintance and the last 
good influence in the lives 
of down-going men.’ 
 
AIC: ‘Probably a socialist or 
some sort of crank - he 
talked like one.’ 
 
P&C: ‘of paper smoothed 
and stroked and thinned to 
be transparent, turned into 
your skin’             

Thursday  
R&J: ‘To strike him dead I 
hold it not a sin.’ 
 
J&H: ‘unscientific 
balderdash.’/’mystic and 
transcendental’ 
 
AIC: ‘(laughs rather 
hysterically) Why – you fool 
- he knows. Of course he 
knows…’ 
 
P&C: ‘a healing star among 
the wounded a yellow 
sunrise to the dying’                      
                 

Friday  
R&J: ’Parting is such sweet 
sorrow, that I shall say good 
night till it be morrow.’ 
 
J&H: ‘good and ill, divide 
and compound man’s dual 
nature.’ 
 
AIC: ‘ She was claiming 
elaborate fine feelings and 
scruples that were simply 
absurd in a girl in her 
position’ 
 
P&C: ‘the bright, filled 
paperweight’ 

Monday  
R&J: ‘ Those violent delights 
have violent ends.’ 
 
J&H: ‘never lighted by a 
smile’/’backward in 
sentiment’ 
 
AIC: ‘We could have kept 
her on instead of throwing 
her out.’ 
 

Tuesday  
R&J: ‘If love be rough with 
you, be rough with love.’ 
 
J&H: ‘God grant there be 
nothing wrong!’ 
 
AIC: ‘you’re quite wrong to 
suppose I shall regret what I 
did.’ 
 

Wednesday  
R&J: ’Then I defy you, stars’ 
 
J&H: ‘…he is in deep 
waters….the ghost of some 
old sin, the cancer of some 
concealed disgrace.’ 
 
AIC: ‘You seem to be a nice, 
well-behaved family.’ 
 

Thursday  
R&J: ‘My child is yet a 
stranger in the world’ 
 
J&H: ‘even in the house the 
fog began to lie thickly’/’The 
fog still slept on the wing 
above the drowned city.’ 
 
AIC: ‘It frightens me the way 
you talk.’ 
                                             

Friday  
R&J: ’This alliance may… 
turn your household’s 
rancour to pure love’ 
 
J&H: ‘cold, seasonable night 
of March, with a pale moon, 
lying on her back as though 
the wind had tilted her.’ 
 
AIC: ‘I wasn’t in love with 
her or anything.’ 



P&C: ‘little fishing boats 
strung out like bunting on a 
green-blue translucent sea’ 

P&C: ‘wrinkled lip, and sneer 
of cold command’ 

P&C: ‘Looking as if she 
were alive’ 

P&C: ‘When can their glory 
fade? O the wild charge they 
made!’ 

 
P&C: ‘grim shape Towered 
up between me…like a living 
thing, Strode after me’ 

Monday   
R&J: ‘O brawling love, O 
loving hate.’ 
 
J&H: ‘my evil, kept awake by 
ambition, was alert and 
swift to seize the occasion’ 
 
AIC: ‘He needs a drink now, 
just to see him through.’ 
 
P&C: ‘But nothing happens’ 

Tuesday  
R&J: ‘ My fingers itch’ 
 
J&H: ‘hiss’/’snarl’/’ape-
like’/’creature’ 
 
AIC:  ‘There’ll be a public 
scandal’ 
 
P&C: ‘Strange, it is a huge 
nothing that we fear’ 

Wednesday  
R&J: ‘My bounty is as 
boundless as the sea, my 
love as deep.’ 
 
J&H: ‘Chocolate-coloured 
pall’ 
 
AIC: ‘If men will not learn 
that lesson, then they will 
be taught it in fire, blood 
and anguish’ 
 
P&C: ‘probably armed, 
possibly not’ 

Thursday  
R&J: ‘O swear not by the 
moon, the inconstant 
moon.’ 
 
J&H: ‘murderous mixture of 
timidity and boldness’ 
 
AIC: ’I’ve suddenly realised – 
taken it in properly – that 
she’s dead.’ 
 
P&C: ‘shot-slashed furrows 
Threw up a yellow hare that 
rolled like a flame’ 

Friday  
R&J: ‘O serpent heart, hid 
with a flowering face!’ 
 
J&H: ‘the thin trees in the 
garden were lashing 
themselves along the railing’ 
 
AIC: ‘There isn’t any such 
Inspector. We’ve been had.’ 
 
P&C: ‘The dove pulled freely 
against the sky, an 
ornamental stitch’ 
 

Monday  
R&J:  ‘O she doth teach the 
torches to burn bright!’ 
 
P&C: ‘spools of suffering set 
out in ordered rows’ 
 
AIC: ‘If there’s nothing else, 
we’ll have to share our 
guilt.’ 
 
P&C: ‘spools of suffering set 
out in ordered rows’ 

Tuesday  
English Literature Paper 1 
‘Romeo and Juliet’ and ‘A 
Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde’ 
Extract based questions 
 

Wednesday  
AIC: ‘….the famous younger 
generation who know it all. 
And they can’t even take a 
joke.’ 
 
P&C: ‘arcing in swathes like 
a huge flag waved first one 
way then the other in a 
figure of eight,’ 
    

Thursday  
AIC: ‘The money’s not the 
important thing. It’s what 
happened to the girl and 
what we did to her that 
matters.’ 
 
P&C: ‘Bandage up me eye 
with me own history /Blind 
me to me own identity’ 
                            

Friday  
English Literature Paper 2 
‘An Inspector Calls’, ‘Power 
and Conflict Poetry’ and 
Unseen poetry. 

 



Aim to do something with the quotations. For example…. 

- Identify which character/theme/possible question focus it relates to. 

- Write out the quotation and annotate it. AO2 – look for language to analyse closely. Develop into a paragraph. 
- Make links to context 
- Make links to other quotations/parts of the text/poems etc 

 
 


