
 

Wrotham School English Department – The Glossary 

(Also known as ‘The Ammo’) 

 

 

 

HARD: 

Parts of speech 

Abstract noun Emotions and feelings (anger, hunger) 

Active verb Doing words that describe actions or physical processes 

(sing / dance) 

Adjectival phrase A group of words / phrase which describes a noun (the 
house, which was in ruins…) 

Adjective Describes a noun (old / large / red) 

Adverb Describes a noun – usually ending in ly (quickly/ 

cautiously) 

Concrete noun Objects that you can touch (table, chair) 

Conjunction A word used to connect clauses or phrases in a 
sentence (and / but / however) 

Imperative verb An order or command (sit down / shut the window) 

Modal verb A verb that expresses a possibility or necessity (must / 
could / might / should) 

Preposition Shows the position of something (under / on) 

Pronoun Replaces the name of someone (she / it / he / they) 

Proper noun Names of places and people – need a capital letter 

Stative verb Doing words that describe static things / emotions 

(understand / consider / wish) 

 

Freytag’s pyramid 

Exposition The introduction section where characters and setting 
are introduced 

Rising action Where action begins to take place to lead to a crisis 

Peripateia The crisis from which there is no turning back 

Falling action Where the plot is unfurled and characters fall towards 

the denouement 

Denouement The conclusion of the play where loose ends of the plot 

are tied up, characters meet their downfall, morals are 

explained etc 

 

Language 

Alliteration (sibilance, fricative, nasal, liquid) Repetition of the beginning letter of words.  

Sibilance: S sound 

Fricative: F sound 
Nasal: M or N sound 

Liquid: L sound 

Anecdote A little story to prove a point 



Assonance A repetition of vowel sounds close together – often in 

the middle of words to create a pleasing sound 
(euphony) 

Asyndeton / asyndetic list A list or collection of phrases which uses no 

conjunctions to join them together 

Direct speech Reporting the words actually spoken by someone – 
speech marks needed 

Emotive language Language which is used to create an emotional reaction 
in the reader / audience 

Euphemism To replace a harsh phrase with something softer (to 

pass away instead of ‘died’) 

Facts Evidence that can be proved to be true 

Hyperbole 

 

Exaggeration 

Imagery (senses x6) Where words are used to build up a picture in the 

reader’s mind 

Visual: sight imagery 

Auditory: sound imagery 

Tactile: touch imagery 
Olfactory: smell imagery 
Gustatory: taste imagery 
Kinaesthetic: movement imagery 

Indirect speech The speech is reported as having been said (he said that 

he would go…) 

Juxtaposition 2 things being placed close together in a text to show a 
contrast 

metaphor A direct comparison (she was a diamond) 

Onomatopoeia Sound words (sizzle, bang) 

Opinions A view or judgement, not necessarily based on facts 

Pathetic fallacy Where the weather, or other natural features, reflect 

the mood of the piece or character 

Personification Where an inanimate object is described using human 

qualities 

Polysyndeton A list which uses a repeated conjunction between each 
item (usually and) 

Pun A play on words where (often homophones) words are 
used to mean different things – often for humorous 

effect 

Rhetorical question A question which is posed but an answer is not required 

or desired from the audience / reader 

Rule of three A list of three words or phrases, usually adjectives to 
create a memorable impression 

Simile A comparison using as or like (she was like a diamond) 

Statistic A number fact, often used to persuade.  These include 
percentages and data 

 

Structure 

Act A division in a play, which is usually (but not always) 
further divided into scenes 

Chronological Where a text travels through events in time correct 

order 

Complex sentence A sentence comprising of a main and subordinate 
clause 

Compound sentence A sentence made by joining 2 simple sentences 
together with a connective 



Dramatic irony Where the audience realises something the characters 

on stage don’t  

Ellipsis … is used to either miss out a word from the text (when 
reducing the size of quotations) but also creates a 

pause in a text (such as in a cliffhanger) 

First person narrative Where a story is told from the point of view of a 
character in the story 

Flashback A scene set earlier than the time the text is set 

Foreshadowing Arranging events in a way so that later events are 

hinted at near the beginning of a text to give structural 

and thematic unity 

Omniscient narrator Narrator of a story takes on a God-like perspective and 
seems to know the thoughts and feelings of all 

characters 

Parenthesis Posh word for brackets 

Rhythm The movement of beats in a line of poetry comprising 

of stressed and unstressed syllables.  This may or may 

not be regular across lines of poetry 

Simple sentence A sentence of just one clause – subject, verb, object 

Stage directions Within a play, these are instructions for the actors and 
director from the playwright. They are not said aloud, 
but give details of props, movement and actions 

Stanza One section of poetry, you may have referred to this 

previously as a verse 

Sub plot A secondary plot which coincides with the main action 

Subordinate clause Part of a sentence which relies on a main clause – it 
does not form a sentence by itself as it has no meaning 

by itself (she went to the shops after parking her car) 

Third person narrative The narrator does not take the form of a character in 

the story, so characters are all referred to as he / she / 

they 

 

Other 

Antagonist A character which opposes the hero / protagonist 

Antonym A word meaning the opposite of another (ugly / 

beautiful) 

Atmosphere The tone / mood of a piece 

Attitude The viewpoint / perspective of the author 

Bias To support or oppose a particular thing and to convey 
these beliefs in your writing 

Cliché  An overused phrase which has lost impact (he was as fit 
a fiddle) 

Colloquial language Plain, relaxed everyday language (as opposed to formal 
language) 

Connotation The implication or suggestion created by a word or 

phrase (pink connotes love / femininity) 

Convention The rules belonging to a text type (conventions of 
newspapers include headlines, tag lines, captions etc) 

Dialogue The speech of characters in any kind of play, novel, text 

Direct address Where the writer communicates directly with the 
reader/  audience, either by using their name or the 
pronoun you 

Empathy Where we identify with a character and therefore 
understand how they are feeling 

Fiction Texts that describe imaginary events and people  



Genre A type of text.  (horror / romance / sci-fi) Each genre 

has its own set of conventions 

Homonym Words which have the same spelling but 2 different 
meanings (eg well – being fine and a water hole) 

Homophone Words which have the same pronouncation but 

different spellings and meanings (knew / new) 

Non - fiction Works that are about real life events, such as 

autobiographies, travel writing or newspapers 

Persona The mask worn by the author – this is the person who 

speaks in a poem or novel – there may be different 

personas within one text, and they show that not every 
poem is written from the author’s perspective 

Protagonist The hero / main character in a story 

Quotation Noun: A group of words taken from a text / speech.  
‘Quote’ is the verb form of this. 

Structure The way a text is constructed of separate parts.  This 

might be acts and scenes in a play or chapters in a 

novel, but can then be broken down into smaller 

elements such as sentence construction 

Syllable A unit of sound comprising of one vowel sound and its 

surrounding consonants 

Synonym A word which means exactly the same as another word 

(nice / good) 

Tension Mental, emotional or nervous strain, experienced by 
the reader / audience through exciting events 

 

HARDER: 

Language 

Anaphora Repetition of words in successive clauses – often at the 
beginning of lines of poetry 

Anastrophe Like Yoda, the inversion of the normal order of words 
this is 

Extended metaphor 
 

A comparison between 2 unlike things which carries on 
over a series of sentences or paragraphs 

Oxymoron A phrase in which opposite terms are used in 
conjunction (hot ice) 

Pararhyme Instead of a full rhyme, the consonants of the end 

words in a line are the same, but the vowels are not 

(peer / pear) 

Plosives The basic plosives in English are t, k, and p (voiceless) 
and d, g, and b(voiced). These create a sharp tone 

Semantic field A set of closely related items (the semantic field of 
hospitals – doctor / stethoscope / medicine etc) 

 

Freytag’s pyramid – additional terms 

Anabasis The rising action towards the climax or denouement 
(where Othello murders Desdemona) 

Epitasis The thickening of the plot before the denouement 

 

Structure 



Blank verse Lines of unrhymed iambic pentameter – commonly 

used by Shakespeare 

Caesura A break or pause in a line of poetry demarcated by 
punctuation.   

Initial caesura: at the beginning of a line 

Medial caesura: in the middle of a line 

Terminal caesura: at the end of a line 

Cumulative sentence One main clause followed by a series of subordinate 

clauses to build the detail of a piece 

Cyclical structure A form of pattern within a text whereby characters end 

up back where they have previously been, either in 

location or emotional state 

Declarative sentence Normally ending with a full stop, this sentence gives a 
fact 

End stopped A line of poetry with punctuation at the end, so one line 
has a whole unit of meaning 

Enjambment A line of poetry has no punctuation at the end, so it 
creates flow on to the next line where the idea 
continues 

Exclamatory sentence Expresses strong feelings by ending with an 
exclamation mark 

Fragment Where a ‘sentence’ in a text does not meet the 
requirement of a sentence, in that it does not have a 

subject / verb / object.  Often used to create pace and 
tension. ‘Boom!’ 

Iambic pentameter A line of poetry comprising of 5 iams (a unit of 
unstressed / stressed) 

Imperative sentence A sentence which gives instructions or a command 

Monologue A single person speaking alone 

Motif A recurring idea through a piece of work, often a 
recurring symbol 

One sentence paragraph Often used in journalism 

Periodic sentence The main clause of this sentence is at the end, often 
used to build tension or suspense 

Rhyming couplet A pair of rhyming lines 

Soliloquy A specific type of monologue where there is no other 
character on stage to hear the thoughts and feelings 

being revealed to the audience. Often used as a device 
to create dramatic irony 

Stanza length terminology Couplet: 2 line stanza 
Triad: 3 line stanza 
Quatrain: 4 line stanza 

Cinquain: 5 line stanza 
Sestet: 6 line stanza 
Octet: 8 line stanza 

Decastich: 10 line stanza 

Symbol A thing that represents or stands for something else 

Time lapse Where a story skips a period of time out of the 

narrative 

Time shift To move from one period of time to another in a text 

Triplet Where 3 lines of poetry rhyme 

 

Other 



Allegory A story with a double meaning – it has a story to 

take at face value, but also has a secondary or under 
the surface meaning  

Anti-hero A non-hero – a protagonist who doesn’t have the 

usual heroic qualities. Qualities include being 

unlucky, stupid, clumsy etc 

Chain of Being Dating from Aristotle, but Shakespearean audiences 
would have been fully aware of the hierarchy of 

society, with God at the top, then the Crown, then 
religious figures and working its way down through 
the other categories 

Comic relief Comic episodes, usually in a tragedy, which relieve 
the serious nature of the rest of the events and 
heighten the drama of the tragedy by contrast 

Perspective a lens through which readers observe other 

characters, events and happenings 

Propaganda Deliberately biased writing to support one ideology, 
or oppose another, and with the intention to get 
others to believe the same thing 

Viewpoint A position of observation / or the circumstances of 
an individual that conduce to such an attitude 

 

 

INSANE: 

Language 

Dead metaphor A metaphor so over used that it has become a cliché 
(on top of the world, over the hill) 

Ekphrasis Intense visual imagery  - describing an image in so much 

detail that it is like it is in front of the reader 

Epizeuxis Where a word or phrase is repeated emphatically to 

produce a dramatic effect 

Hyperbaton Inversion of the normal word order to emphasise a 

certain word (this I must see) 

Hypophora Where a writer raises a question and then immediately 
answers it themselves 

Metonymy A kind of metaphor where an object is used to describe 

something closely related to it (The Crown, as 

representing The Queen) 

Rhetoric The art of persuasive speech writing 

Synecdoche a word or phrase that refers to a part of something is 

substituted to stand in for the whole, or vice versa. (‘all 
hands on deck’ is a demand for all of the crew to help, 
yet the word “hands”—just a part of the crew—stands 

in for the whole) 

 

Structure 

Anadiplosis Repetition of the last word of one clause at the 

beginning of the next for effect 

Aposiopesis A rhetorical device in which speech is broken off 
abruptly and left uncompleted 



Epilogue A speech at the end of a play / an addition at the end of 

a novel after the main events have ended. Used to add 
an afterthought, a moral or witty comment 

Epistolary novel A novel written as a series of letters (Eg Frankenstein) 

Epistrope A structural device where each sentence / clause ends 

in the same word 

Frame story A story which contains another story within it 

In medias res Starting a story in the middle of the action 

Unities Aristotle: Unities of action, time and space. The events 
should be narrowed to one series, the time should be 
no more than 24 / 36 hours, the play should be 
narrowed to one location / town 

 

Poetic terminology 

Alexandrine 12 syllables in a line 

Anapest Unstressed, unstressed, stressed 

Dactyl Stressed unstressed unstressed 

Ode A lyrical poem, often of some length, containing lofty 
sentiments towards a specific person / object (Ode to a 

Nightingale) 

Sonnet A poem comprising of a single thought.  In Italian 

versions this usually an octet and sestet.  In English 
versions this is 3 quatrains and a couplet 

Spondee Stressed stressed 

Trochee Stressed unstressed 

Villanelle a pastoral or lyrical poem of nineteen lines, with only 

two rhymes throughout, and some lines repeated. 

Volta In a sonnet the turn of thought or argument: in 
Petrarchan or Italian sonnets it occurs between the 
octave and the sestet, and in Shakespearean or English 

before the final couplet. 

 

Other 

Anagnorisis Aristotle.  The moment where a tragic hero 

recognises the truth and moves from ignorance to 

knowledge.  Normally coincides with the peripateia 

Catharsis Aristotle. At the end of a tragedy which creates a 

powerful reaction from the audience they 
experience a cleansing or release of tension 

Chorus A feature of Greek Tragedy, this is often a person on 
stage removed from the action (not a character in 
themselves) able to comment on the action on stage 

Domestic tragedy A play about middle or lower class life which focuses 
on personal / domestic elements of tragedy (within 

a household) 

Ecriture feminine Language which is characteristically feminine in 
character, tone and style 

Epic A long narrative poem comprising of heroic deeds 

and journeys  

Hamartia Aristotle. An error of judgement arising from 
ignorance or moral shortcoming  

Hubris The fatal flaw of a tragic hero which leads him to 

ignoring warnings 



Machiavellian  In Elizabethan drama this term represents a 

villainous character associated with treachery, 
murder and aetheism 

Nemesis In Greek tragedy, the personification of God’s 

resentment and anger at the hubris of the tragic 

hero.  Therefore nemesis is the punishment dealt to 

the hero 

Stock character A recurring character / type.  For example, the hero, 

buffoon, villain 

Tragedy of circumstance A plot where an external force such as fate or the 

Gods controls the downfall of the character 

Well made play A neat and economically made play which words 
with mechanical efficiency  

 

Schools of criticism: 

Feminism Uses feminist principles to analyse the male patriarchal 
domination of texts / characters / societies within texts 

Marxism Focuses on the politics and class issues raised in texts 

New Historicism To fully understand a text you have to be aware of the 
contexts of production and consumption 

Post colonialism Focuses on control of marginalised groups in texts as a 
way of reflecting the colonised world 

Psychodynamic Considers the presence of the id / ego / superego on 
characters and focusses on their unconscious / 

subconscious thoughts, feelings and desires. May also 

reference the Oedipus and Electra complexes  

 

OFF THE SCALE: 

Ab ovo A story which starts from the beginning of the events it 
narrates 

Amoebean Verses, couplets or stanzas spoken alternately by 2 

speakers – usually creates tension and conflict 

Amphiboly An ambiguity created by grammatical looseness or 

double meaning (he spoke to the man laughing) 

Anacoluthon Beginning a sentence in one way and ending it in 

another (You know what I…but let’s forget it) 

Anamnesis The recollection of ideas, people or events in a previous 
existence 

Antanaclasis Where a word is used in 2 of more of its possible 
meanings (Othello: put out the light and then put out 

the light – referring to lighting and then death) – a form 

of pun 

Antithesis A person or thing that is the opposite of something else 

Aphaeresis The suppression of an initial unstressed syllable 

(‘mongst / ‘tween) 

Aptronym Where the name of a character fits their characterisics 
– common in morality plays and often used by Dickens 

Clou A situation / event on which everything hangs 

Colophon The page with the publishing and print details of the 
text, found at the beginning of the book 

Demotic Language of the people (the pub, the street) 

Deus ex machina Usually in a play, where a God appears to resolve and 
untangle the plot or get a hero out of difficulties 



Elision The omission or slurring of a syllable 

Epanalepsis Where a word / phrase is at the beginning of one clause 
and then at the end of the next 

Epiplexis Rhetorical argument where the listener is shamed into 

seeing the point (if you had any sense you would see…) 

Erotesis Where a question is asked in order to get a definite no 

Free indirect style of narrative Where the narrator and the character seem to merge 
(Archer consoled himself with the thought that he 
wasn’t as stupid as Claude – as opposed to ‘Thank 

goodness I’m not as stupid as Claude’ thought Archer.) 

Litotes Ironic understatement (‘I shan’t be sorry’..to mean I’ll 
be glad) 

Obligatory scene A scene which an audience expects to occur and 

therefore has to be included by the writer (eg a conflict 
scene between Hamlet and his mother) normally 
emotional 

Pantaloon A character from Commedia del Arte often used in 

Elizabethan times.  Used either as a character who is 

the butt of the clown’s jokes, or an old man 

Paronomasia Posh word for a pun 

Pleonasm Using many words where one will do (in this day and 
age = now) 

Ploce a figure of speech in which a word is separated or 

repeated by way of emphasis; the repetition of a word 
functions as a different part of speech or in different 

contexts. 

Zeugma A form of pun whereby a word is applied to 2 others in 

different senses (she went home in tears and her Ford 
Fiesta) 

 

 


